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Agricultural Extension System, MRCF, by the Agricultural Extension Officers,
the Office of Agricultural Extension and Development, Division 6,
Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic social and economic status of sub-
district agricultural extensionists, ( 2 ) the accessibility to information sources, knowledge and
understanding of the extension of safety crop production adhering to new dimension of agricultural
extension system, MRCF, (3) the utilization of new dimension of agricultural extension system, MRCF
on the extension of safety crop production, (4) factors affecting the extension of safety crop production
adhering to new dimension of agricultural extension system, MRCF, and (5) problems and suggestions
on the extension of safety crop production adhering to new dimension of agricultural extension system,
MRCF. The population in this study was 425 sub-district agricultural extensionists who had worked in
the area under the Office of Agricultural Extension and Development, Division 6, Chiang Mai
Province; 206 samples were selected by using specific random sampling methodology. The data were
collected by using questionnaires. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data by
computerized program including frequency, percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean,
standard deviation, and multiple regression analysis. The findings of this study were as follows: (1)
more than a half of the responded sub-district agricultural extensionists were female, with average age
of 42.95 years; most of them held a bachelor degree; the average period of serving a civil servant was
16.17 years; the average salary was 26,797.25 Baht; more than a half of them had a position as a
specialist, used to be trained in GIS program usage at an average of 1.59 times, and used to be
transferred knowledge of MRCF policy at an average of 1.97 times; and each person had responsibility
for an average of 1.42 sub-districts or 14.82 villages. (2) the agricultural extensionists could access the
information sources and had been transferred knowledge of the safety crop production from
personal/activity/mass media, in general, at medium level. (3 ) The agricultural extensionists had
utilized new dimension of agricultural extension system, MRCF into the extension of safety crop
production at sub-district level at high level. (4 ) The information accessibility of the safety crop
production, knowledge and understanding of the safety crop production, knowledge reception of
MRCF policy, knowledge and understanding of MRCF policy, and communication channels of
agricultural extensionists, affecting the utilization of new dimension of agricultural extension system,
MRCF on the extension of safety crop production. Furthermore (5) agricultural extensionists had
problems of the lacks of village geographic information system and agricultural information. They
suggested that the Department of Agricultural Extension should have signed a contract at
ministry/department level to be able to access the updated data of the aerial photograph maps for the
field utilization.

Keywords:  Safety crop production, New Dimension of Agricultural Extension System, MRCF,
Chiang Mai Province
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